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SPRING/SUMMER 2011 

JASG Continues to Support  

Relief and Recovery Efforts to Japan  
 

 
 

As you are undoubtedly aware, on Friday, March 11, 2011 at 2:46 pm Japan 

Standard Time, a magnitude 9.0 earthquake occurred offshore in the Sanriku 

region of Miyagi Prefecture in Japan. Waves of tsunami of up to more than 

8.5 meters swept cities and villages of the Tohoku region off the Pacific 

Ocean, causing devastating human as well as physical damages.  

 

This was the largest scale earthquake to occur in recorded Japanese history 

and the ensuing tsunami caused unimaginable devastation in the Tohoku 

region. According to Japanôs National Police Agency, as of June 20, 2011, 

the number of deaths is 15,467, the number of injured is 5,388, and the 

number of missing is 7,482. The number of those evacuated is 142,683. 

 

Immediately after learning about these tragic events in March, the JASG set 

up its Japan Earthquake & Relief Fund and has now raised $325,000 to 

directly help support various relief efforts and recovery projects in Japan. 

Together with other Japan-America Societies in the U.S., the JAS network 

has raised over $18 million in relief funds. 

 

It is not too late if you have not been able to make a donation yet. No 

contribution is too small, and we can assure you that 100% of your tax-

deductible donation will go directly to the victims of the earthquake and 

tsunami. To make a donation or to learn more about the JASGôs relief 

efforts, please visit the JASG homepage at www.jasgeorgia.org. 

 

On behalf of the Societyôs Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, 

we thank you for your contributions and for all of your continued support.  
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Chairpersonôs Message 
 

As we watched the unimaginable take place in Japan in March with the 

earthquake, tsunami and nuclear problems, at times the situation seemed to go 

from bad to worse.  

 

Often listening to mainstream media, we heard that the general feeling toward 

Japanôs horrific situation was viewed with less emotion or intensity as compared 

to the earthquake in Haiti simply because Nihon was not a third world country. 

That viewpoint seemed to infer that the catastrophic devastation was less serious 

and impactful to the Japanese because they lived in a ñrich countryò ï where the 

government could magically restore Japan to what it was like before March 11, 

2011.  It was also reported that donations were not as generous because the 
 

tragedy occurred in the 2
nd

/3
rd

 largest economy in the world. But after watching the copious amounts of video 

and listening to the scores of heart-wrenching interviews of the victims themselves, it was shocking to think 

that people could actually feel so coldly. 

 

Despite the news reports, I personally began to witness an enormous outpouring of generosity and heartfelt 

expressions of sympathy for Japan and the Japanese from a multitude of individuals, organizations and 

groups throughout the country.  Even after the devastating storm damage in Alabama and the South recently, 

the donations and relief efforts continue for Japan. It has been heartwarming and encouraging to see the 

Japan-America Society continually inundated with so many groups and individuals who donate both money 

and support to Japan.  JASG individual members and corporate members have also been extremely generous 

in their support and donations to the Relief Effort for which I am extremely grateful.   

 

Days after the tragedy struck, I was contacted by Andy Kim, Senior 

Vice President of the Korean-American  Chamber of Commerce of 

Georgia. He requested to take a Korean delegation to the Consulate 

to sign the official Condolence and Encouragement Book and meet 

Consul General Hanatani to personally express their condolences 

and pledge their support to the Japan Relief Fund.  The Korean 

Delegation represents a number of organizations throughout the 

Southeast comprising over 200,000 members.   

 

It is also very touching that Georgia State Universityôs Asian 

Studies Club hosted a bake sale where the students actually made 

home-made goodies to sell on campus. Dr. Kim Reimann, 

Director of the GSU Asian Studies Center headed up the bake sale 

and presented the donations to the JASG Relief Fund. 

 

Other churches, restaurants, companies, Asian-associated groups 

and individuals have also set up on-going relief efforts.  So it may 

be true that the amount of donations to Japan has been 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  w h a t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  H a i t i ,  b u t  t he 
 

commitment of support and love has been more than equal.  The Japanese victimôs pockets are poor because 

of this tragedy but the Japanese hearts are rich - knowing that support and love are coming from around the 

world! 

 

 

 

J  A  S  G 
 

 
Sachi Koto 

JASG Chairperson 
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As you may recall Taylor Anderson, a teacher in the JET program - the Japan Exchange Teaching program - 

was killed in the disaster, becoming the first-known American victim of the Japan earthquake and tsunami. 

The 24-year-old English teacher lived in the seaside town of Ishinomaki. It was said that Taylor spent the 

final moments of her life making sure that her young students were picked up by their parents and safe - and 

by doing so, she ran out of time to save her own life. Taylor lived in Ishinomaki in Miyagi Prefecture; a 

coastal area that endured the full force of the tsunami.  

 

ñThe way Taylor died was emblematic of the life she lived. Taylor was a warm, kind human being and 

thought a lot about others. And her last acts on earth were helping somebody else, so that pretty much sums 

up who she was." -- Jean Anderson (Taylorôs mother) 

 

Taylorôs longtime love for Japan started when she was a little girl. After becoming fluent in Japanese, Taylor 

was accepted into the JET program and moved to Ishinomaki where she spent the last two-and-a-half years of 

her life as an English teacher. Many of her students said Taylor was their favorite teacher and had warm and 

kind things to say about her. 

 

Andy Anderson ï Taylorôs father - is now sharing a video where a part of this year's Japan Bowl (a national 

Japanese academic competition), held annually in Washington D.C., was dedicated to Taylor.  At the end of 

the event, all of the participants presented their own messages for the people of Japan and sang Taylor's 

favorite song from Tonari no Totoro.  Taylorôs parents said the purpose and intention of sharing the video-

clip is to let as many people as possible know that so many young Americans love and standby Japan. Please 

visit www.youtube.com/user/JASWutube to view the video. 

 

"Taylor cared about Japan so we care about Japan.  We are also touched by the Japanese people's depth of 

feeling for Taylor and so we are happy to help in Taylor's name as her spirit will live on that way."   

 -- Andy Anderson (Taylorôs father) 

 

Taylor and the Japanese people who have passed on and those who are still suffering will remain in our 

thoughts and prayers as Japan inches toward recovery.  Judging from the tenacity and strength the Japanese 

embodied following the destruction from WWII, I have no doubt we will see a resurgence and remarkable 

rebuilding of cities and lives again. 

 

Thank you for your donations ï and for keeping Taylor and the Japanese people in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
 

 

Sachi Koto 

Chairperson 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/JASWutube


 

 4 

J A  S  G  

Former US Secretary of Transportation, Norman Mineta, 

to Speak at JASGôs 31st Annual Dinner Gala 
 

The Japan-America Society of Georgia holds its 

31st Annual Dinner Gala on July 11, 2011 at the 

Westin Atlanta Buckhead Hotel. The Gala 

provides a unique opportunity for cross-cultural 

understanding within the Atlanta community as 

nearly 300 guests are expected to attend the 

Gala, including esteemed Japanese business 

leaders doing business in Georgia, as well as 

prestigious Georgia companies and business 

owners investing in Japan. 

 

This year, the Society is proud to welcome Mr. 

Norman Mineta, former US Secretary of 

Transportation, as our special keynote speaker. 

During Mr. Minetaôs extensive career, he has 

held positions in both the public and private 

sectors from Congress to a global aerospace 

company. During his term as a U.S. House 

Representative from 1975 to 1995, he was 

involved in several projects, including two years 

as the Chairman of the House Public Works and 

Transportation Committee, as well as a lead 

driving force behind the Civil Liberties Act of 

1988. In 1995, Mr. Mineta accepted a position as Vice President of Lockheed Martin. In 2000, Mr. 

Mineta was appointed as Secretary of Commerce by President Bill Clinton. Afterwards, he was selected 

by President George W. Bush to serve as Secretary of Transportation. As an experienced professional of 

a conscientious nature, he retained composure during the tragic events of September 11, 2001. Thanks to 

his direct orders, civilian air traffic was grounded in order to prevent continued efforts of al-Qaeda to 

attack American civilians. Because of his dedication to the strengthening of Japanese-American 

relations, he was awarded the distinguished Order of the Rising Sun from the Japanese government in 

2007. We are incredibly honored to welcome such a renowned community leader and established 

businessman to this yearôs event. 

 

Entertainment for the dinner will be provided by the musical talent of MO PLUS. MO PLUS is an 

Atlanta-based band led by a Japanese pianist/vocalist, Madoka Oshima, with various local artists. Its 

unique musical style is based on straight-ahead jazz with Brazilian music and Japanese pop twist, which 

has been getting popular among people from all over the world. Madoka Oshima made a charity album 

ñA Letter to Japanò with other artists for the Japanese Earthquake & Tsunami Relief in March 2011. She 

has been donating the sales of the CDs to various organizations to support the victims of the disaster. 

 

A corporate table of eight seats is available for $1,000 for members and $1,200 for non-members.  

Individual place settings can be purchased for $125 each for members and $150 for non-members. 

Sponsorship opportunities are also available. For more information, please contact the Society at 404-

842-1400 or visit the JASG website at www.jasgeorgia.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jasgeorgia.org/
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JapanFest Dedicates Festival to Japanôs Relief & Recovery  
 

Some time has passed since the magnitude 9.0 

earthquake and mega-tsunami of up to 8.5 meters that 

devastated the Tohoku region in northeastern Japan, but 

the events are still fresh in our minds. This was the 

largest scale earthquake to occur in recorded Japanese 

history and the resulting tsunami caused unimaginable 

destruction in many areas in the Tohoku region. 

JapanFest extends its heartfelt sympathy and deepest 

condolences to the people of Japan who lost their 

homes and families, and who are struggling daily to 

recover from these tragic events.  

 

There was some debate about whether it was 

appropriate to hold JapanFest this year, yet after careful 

consideration the decision was unanimous. JapanFest 

Weekend 2011 will take place as planned and will be 

dedicated to the victims of the Tohoku Disaster. In that 

spirit, the theme of this year's festival will be 

╦∫⇔╞™  Rise Up Japan!, and 100% ofה

advanced ticket package sales will be donated to the 

Japan relief effort. In keeping with this theme, the 

festival's Organizing Committee is making plans for 

special exhibits to raise awareness of the current 

situation in Japan and boost community support for the 

people of Japan. 

 

JapanFest Weekend will be held on September 17-18, 2011, from 10 am to 6 pm (Saturday) and 10 am 

to 5 pm (Sunday) at the Convention Center at Gwinnett Center (located at 6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, 

Duluth, GA 30097). JapanFest, now in its 25th year, is the largest Japanese festival east of Houston and 

south of Washington, DC, and typically draws crowds exceeding 17,000. Organized by The Japan-

America Society of Georgia, The Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Georgia, and the Consulate General 

of Japan, JapanFest is designed to promote understanding between Japanese and Americans in the 

Southeast.  

  

JapanFest will feature a variety of musical performances sure to suit all ages and interests, including taiko 

drumming, J-Rock and J-Pop, and classical music. Dance performances will include both traditional and 

modern Japanese dance, as well as traditional Okinawan dance. All are invited to join in the spirited Bon 

dance! For visitors who have always wanted to try on an authentic Japanese kimono, the Konnichiwa Club 

will dress attendees from head to toe in the latest kimono from Japan. JapanFest will also feature a variety 

of exciting workshops on various aspects of Japanese culture. For fans of martial arts, JapanFest will 

feature demonstrations of virtually every Japanese martial art in existence, including aikido, karate, kendo, 

kyudo, and sumo.  

 

 

 

ñJapanFestò continued on page 6é       
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ñJapanFestò continued from page 5é            
 

Visitors can purchase an amazing array of Japanese goods, including kimono, Japanese tea, dolls, and rice 

paper. The Japan-America Society of Georgia will have t-shirts and temporary tattoos. The Ginza Dori, 

organized by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Georgia and named after Tokyo's famous shopping 

district, will feature Japanese ceramics, traditional Japanese clothing and accessories and fun items such as 

masks and toys. At the Bazaar on Sunday organized by the Georgia Japanese Language School, you will 

find books and household goods. Traditional Okinawan items will also be available. 

 

   

 

Kids will have a fantastic time experiencing Japanese culture firsthand. In our Children's Area, they can 

make their own Japanese tops, and the Suburban Atlanta Kite Enthusiasts will be on hand to teach them how 

to make a Japanese kite. The Ginza Dori shopping arcade has tons of games and activities for kids as well, 

such as ring toss, water yo-yos, Japanese toys, and more! They can even take part in carrying the o-mikoshi, 

a traditional Japanese portable shrine.  

 

Many of the approximately 460 Japanese companies based in Georgia will display their products in the 

Made in Georgia exhibition. Interactive exhibits include the latest in Japanese technology, such as 

automobiles, tractors, and electronics.  

 

       
 

JapanFest also features the best of Japanese cuisine in Atlanta! Local Japanese restaurants will offer a 

tantalizing menu of roll sushi, bento boxes, ramen noodles, takoyaki, shaved ice, curry rice, yakisoba, tori 

kara-age, and more!  

 

JapanFest is not possible without the help of over 150 volunteers. To fill out an application, please visit 

www.japanfest.org.   

 

Tickets are $8. Children aged 6 or younger are admitted free of charge. Teachers can also bring their 

students to JapanFest for free by applying online. Single tickets are now on sale online as well, while larger 

organizations may want to opt for the discounted price of advanced ticket packages. For more information 

about advanced ticket packages and sponsorship opportunities, please visit the JapanFest website at 

www.japanfest.org. 

 

 

http://www.japanfest.org/
http://www.japanfest.org/
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Centuries-Old Japanese Tsunami Warning Markers Helped Save Lives 

By Jay Alabaster, The Associated Press 
 

Modern sea walls failed to protect coastal towns from Japan's destructive 

tsunami last month. But in the hamlet of Aneyoshi, a single centuries-old 

tablet saved the day. ñHigh dwellings are the peace and harmony of our 

descendants,ò the stone slab reads. ñRemember the calamity of the great 

tsunamis. Do not build any homes below this point.ò 

 

It was advice the dozen or so households of Aneyoshi heeded, and their 

homes emerged unscathed from a disaster that flattened low-lying 

communities elsewhere and killed thousands along Japan's northeastern 

shore. Hundreds of such markers dot the coastline, some more than 600 

years old. Collectively they form a crude warning system for Japan, whose 

long coasts along major fault lines have made it a repeated target of  

earthquakes and tsunamis over the centuries. 

 

The markers don't all indicate where it's safe to build. Some simply stand ð or stood, until they were 

washed away by the tsunami ð as daily reminders of the risk. ñIf an earthquake comes, beware of 

tsunamis,ò reads one. In the bustle of modern life, many forgot. More than 12,000 people have been 

confirmed dead and officials fear the number killed could rise to 25,000 from the March 11 disaster. More 

than 100,000 are still sheltering in schools and other buildings, almost a month later. A few lucky 

individuals may move into the first completed units of temporary housing. 

 

Workers at the tsunami-damaged Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power complex finally halted a leak of 

radioactive water into the Pacific, but it may take months to bring the overheating reactors under control. A 

natural disaster as large as last month's 9.0 earthquake and tsunami happens perhaps once in a person's 

lifetime, at most. Tokyo Electric Power Co., the nuclear plant operator, clearly wasn't prepared. Many 

communities built right to the water's edge, some taking comfort, perhaps, in sea walls built after a deadly 

but smaller tsunami in 1960. 

 

Many did escape, fleeing immediately after the quake. In some places, it was a matter of minutes. Others 

who tarried, perished. ñPeople had this crucial knowledge, but they were busy with their lives and jobs, and 

many forgot,ò said Yotaru Hatamura, a scholar who has studied the tablets.  

 

One stone marker warned of the danger in the coastal city of Kesennuma read, ñAlways be prepared for 

unexpected tsunamis. Choose life over your possessions and valuables.ò Tetsuko Takahashi, 70, safe in her 

hillside house, watched from her front window as others ignored that advice. She saw a ship swept half-mile 

inland, crushing buildings in its path. ñAfter the earthquake, people went back to their homes to get their 

valuables and stow their 'tatami' floor mats. They all got caught,ò she said. Her family has lived in 

Kesennuma for generations, but she said those that experienced the most powerful tsunamis died years ago. 

She can only recall the far weaker one in 1960, generated by an earthquake off Chile. 

 

 

 

ñTsunami Markersò continued on page 8é       
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ñTsunami Markersò continued from page 7é            
 

Earlier generations also left warnings in place names, calling one town ñOctopus Groundsò for the sea life 

washed up by tsunamis and naming temples after the powerful waves, said Fumihiko Imamura, a professor 

in disaster planning at Tohoku University in Sendai, a tsunami-hit city. ñIt takes about three generations for 

people to forget. Those that experience the disaster themselves pass it to their children and their 

grandchildren, but then the memory fades,ò he said. 

 

The tightly knit community of Aneyoshi, where people built homes above the marker, was an exception. 

ñEverybody here knows about the markers. We studied them in school,ò said Yuto Kimura, 12, who guided 

a recent visitor to one near his home. ñWhen the tsunami came, my mom got me from school and then the 

whole village climbed to higher ground.ò 

 

Aneyoshi, part of the city of Miyako, has been battered repeatedly by tsunamis, including a huge one in 

1896. Isamu Aneishi, 69, said his ancestors moved their family-run inn to higher ground more than 100 

years ago. But his three grandchildren were at an elementary school that sat just 500 feet from the water in 

Chikei, a larger town down the winding, cliff-side road. The school and surrounding buildings are in ruins. 

The bodies of his grandchildren have not been found.  

 

Farther south, the tsunami washed away a seven-foot tall stone tablet that stood next to a playground in the 

middle of the city of Natori. Its message was carved in giant Japanese characters: ñIf an earthquake comes, 

beware of tsunamis.ò That didn't stop some people from leaving work early after the earthquake, some 

picking up their children at school en route, to check the condition of their homes near the coast. Many 

didn't make it out alive. More than 820 bodies have been found in Natori, some stuck in the upper branches 

of trees after the water receded. Another 1,000 people are still missing.  

 

Hiroshi Kosai grew up in Natori but moved away after high school. His parents, who remained in the family 

home, died in the disaster. ñI always told my parents it was dangerous here,ò said the 43-year-old Kosai, as 

he pointed out the broken foundation where the tablet once stood. ñIn five years, you'll see houses begin to 

sprout up here again.ò 

 

 

Earthquake/Tsunami Disaster Updates from Kyodo News International 
 

4 Out of 5 Want Nuclear Reactors Scrapped in Japan 
 

More than 4 out of 5 Japanese want the 54 nuclear reactors to be decommissioned immediately or gradually 

in the wake of the crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, a poll by Tokyo Shimbun daily showed. 

 

35% of Japanese Population Living in Areas Similar to Tsunami-Hit Sites 
 

Around 44.38 million people, 35% of Japan's population, live in coastal areas similar to locations flooded by 

tsunami triggered by the March 11 earthquake. 

 

  

ñKyodo Newsò continued on page 9é       
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ñKyodo Newsò continued from page 8é            
 

Japan, China, South Korea Agree on Enhancement of Nuclear Safety 
 

The leaders of Japan, China and South Korea agreed to enhance nuclear safety and disaster management, 

as the global community awaits the resolution of the nuclear crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, 

the worst nuclear disaster in a quarter century. Prime Minister Naoto Kan, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao 

and South Korean President Lee Myung Bak confirmed strong cooperation between the Asian powers will 

be needed for Japan's rapid rebuilding from the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. 

TEPCO Believes Stabilizing Fukushima Reactors by Year-End Impossible 
 

Tokyo Electric Power is coming to the view it will be impossible to stabilize the crisis at the Fukushima 

Daiichi nuclear power plant by the end of this year, senior company officials said, possibly affecting the 

timing for the government to consider the return of evacuees to their homes near the plant.The revelation 

meltdowns had occurred at the Nos. 1, 2 and 3 reactors at the plant, most likely with breaches to pressure 

vessels encasing nuclear fuel, has led the officials to believe ñthere will be a major delay to workò to contain 

the situation, one of them said. 

 

 

News from the Tomodachi Club of Georgia 
By Anne Godsey 

 
The Tomodachi Club successfully wound up its 2010-2011 year with a program and luncheon at the Cross Creek 

Café at the Cross Creek Country Club.  The setting overlooking the golf course was the perfect venue for Mr. 

John Grady Burns, ñflower designer extraordinaire,ò to demonstrate his talents to create eight elegant flower 

arrangements that could readily be duplicated at home as table centerpieces.  Mr. Burns has done arrangements 

for the White Houses and Blair House in Washington, DC as well as for several embassies and dignitaries. After 

relocating to Atlanta, his clients have included the Ritz Carlton Hotel and the Atlanta Symphony.  He is the 

premier designer of flower arrangements for weddings and special events. Mr. Burns has written two books, 

Personally Yours: Flowers for Weddings, Parties and Events, and Evergreen: Decorating with Colors of the 

Seasons.  Arrangements created by Mr. Burns were raffled to those in attendance, with the proceeds of $260 

donated to JASG for the Japan Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Fund.  An additional $300 was donated by the 

Tomodachi Club shortly after the devastating earthquake and tsunami occurred in Japan. 

 

Other General Meetings enjoyed by Tomodachi members and guests during the 2010-2011 Tomodachi Year 

included a tour of Serenbe organic farm with a delicious Southern lunch at the Farmhouse restaurant at Serenbe 

in September, a guided tour of the Federal Reserve Bank in Midtown followed by lunch at Silk Asian Fusion 

Restaurant, a Latin music guitar performance by Johnna Cheong, Keiko Kobayashi and her husband, Akio in 

February at Eclipse di Luna Spanish Restaurant in Dunwoody, and a lecture by Gail Goodwin entitled, ñBaby 

Carriers & More: Textile Treasures from Around the World,ò at Wildfire Restaurant.  Participants particularly 

enjoyed viewing Gailôs extensive textile collection that illustrated her presentation. 

 

Tomodachi Co-chairs are now busily planning the programs and luncheons for the 2011-2012 General Meetings. 

The September 14th luncheon and program will be very special as the Tomodachi Club will be celebrating its 30th 

Anniversary year. Four other General Meetings with a program and luncheon will be held on November 2, 

January 11, March 7 and May 2. Small Group meetings will be held during the alternate months of October, 

December, February and April. Women members of JASG are welcome to join the Tomodachi Club and its 

activities.  For further information, please contact the JASG office.   
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Insurance and Risk Management Issues in the Wake of the Japan Quake 
By Mickey Brown, CPCU, ARM, (Senior Vice President, Marsh USA Inc.) 

 

When the epic Sendai Earthquake struck Japan, followed by a tragic tsunami, 

causing critical nuclear plant damage and radiation leaks, there should certainly 

be some insurance coverage, right?  The answer is ñmaybeò and possibly ñno,ò 

despite the triple disaster occurrences!  In any case, whether personal claims 

(such as homeowners or renters coverage) or commercial claims (such as 

property or business interruption coverage), they should be filed immediately to 

put all insurance companies on notice of loss. 

 

The earthquake was located 130 kilometers (80 miles) east of Sendai and 373 

kilometers (230 miles) northeast of Tokyo, at a depth of 32 kilometers (20 

miles).  Per the US Geological Survey and the Japanese Meteorological Agency,  
 

the earthquakeôs magnitude was measured at 9.0, making it one of the most powerful worldwide natural 

disasters and the largest in Japan since modern recordings began in the 1800ôs. 

   

Thousands of buildings were destroyed in northern Japan, despite the countryôs very strict building codes.  

Estimates issued by catastrophe risk modeling companies, such as RMS, forecast that economic losses may 

range to USD $300 billion (@ ¥24 trillion).  A relatively minor proportion is likely to be covered by 

insurance, including business interruption and contingent business interruption losses.  The insured loss 

estimates are nevertheless significant and could total as much as US $39 billion (@ ¥3 trillion).  Note: 

Motor (Automobile) and Watercraft insurance policies typically do not contain earthquake exclusions.  

 

The majority of Japan residences and indigenous businesses do not purchase earthquake insurance, so if 

earthquake is the cause of loss, many will be without insurance coverage.  However, some policy contracts 

separate flood losses (caused by the tsunami) as a unique peril, and therefore flood risks could be insured, 

assuming of course that flood perils are also not excluded from the policy!  As the proximate cause of loss 

is a confusing matter, the insurance companies are closely reviewing how tsunamis are addressed in their 

policy contracts.  Ultimately many claims will end up in a court of law for resolution.  Note: Insurance is 

considered a ñcontract of adhesionò meaning that, as insurance policy wordings are unilaterally written by 

the insurance company (so called ñtake it or leave itò language), the courts will interpret ambiguities in the 

favor of policyholders, since they had no input into the contract.   

 

While individuals and organizations with direct damages may or may not have insurance coverage, many 

worldwide companies that rely on Japanese manufacturers have experienced a disruption in their supply 

chains, resulting from the triple disasters.  For example, supply chain disruptions can be created by a lack 

of parts, infrastructure, or transportation problems.  To protect against supply chain risks, companies should 

develop alternate suppliers and purchase contingent business interruption insurance coverage, as proper 

business continuity planning may be the difference in surviving a key supplier (or customer) interruption! 

 

With respect to nuclear or radiation risks, there is a standard exclusion for such perils in personal and 

commercial insurance policies, so one must claim for damages against the nuclear institution itself (or their 

insurance company).  Japanese law imposes strict liability on nuclear operators, similar to the USA, and 

has established a nuclear liability program to provide recovery from nuclear accidents.   

 

 

ñRisk Managementò continued on page 11é       
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ñRisk Managementò continued from page 10é            
 

All  nuclear operators must have financial protection provided by nuclear liability insurance from the 

Japanese Atomic Energy Insurance Pool (JAEIP) in the minimum amount of US $1.5 billion (¥120 billion).  

However, this insurance excludes the perils of earthquake and tsunami, so related nuclear liabilities will 

revert to the Japanese government.  While Japan nuclear facilities can also purchase Property Insurance to 

recover on site property damages, nuclear property insurance available from the JAEIP also excludes the 

perils of earthquake and tsunami.  Since both property and liability policies issued by JAEIP specifically 

exclude earthquake and tsunami perils, the Japanese government will assume financial responsibility. 

 

Unfortunately, some of Japanôs food supply, including fish, milk, and spinach, has been subject to higher 

than acceptable levels of radiation from the Fukushima nuclear plant.  While the true extent of radiation 

exposure impact is unknown, there could potentially be long-term effects to consumer purchasing habits 

and food safety regulations.  Organizations distributing food products inside of Japan and importing from 

Japan should carefully assess their food safety risk management and productsô recall procedures.  

Specifically, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued alerts on radiation in food, banning 

dairy and produce from Fukushima and other prefectures.  The European Union and other countries are 

also restricting imports and closely monitoring Japanese food products for contamination. 

 

The insurance industry is closely re-assessing its global loss exposure in the wake of the Japan earthquake. 

In recent months, other geographically diverse catastrophes, such as the Australia floods, New Zealand 

earthquake, and Southeastern USA tornados have a cumulative market effect.  Moving forward, all 

industries need to assess their supply chains and related risk management programs.  Fortunately, overall 

insurance capacity is over-capitalize and basic premium rates remain steady to decreasing. However,   

earthquake rates are increasing by up to 25% in Japan and 10% in other parts of the world.  Insurance 

companies will more closely review underwriting data, such as building construction and locations relative 

to catastrophe risk zones, while emphasizing supply chain evaluations to minimize impact of contingent 

business interruption exposures.  In closing, one will achieve the best insurance program results when 

demonstrating proactive risk and supply chain management initiatives to the insurance marketplace. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Telling the Story: How the Quake Revived Georgia-Japan Ties 

By Trevor Williams, GlobalAtlanta 
 

       
 

Armed with a notepad and a sense of adventure, I touched down at Narita airport in January on a mission. 

 

As editor for GlobalAtlanta.com, a local website focused on international business news, I travel the city 

and the world searching for stories that illustrate Georgia's growing global business ties. Writing about the 

state's overseas connections introduces our readers to new places and provides contacts who serve as 

practical resources for businesses looking to trade or invest in these markets. 

 

With this mission in mind, I've reported on the World Cup preparations in South Africa, Atlanta's ties with 

Nuremberg, Germany, and how Georgia-based developers are building a Costa Rican province. Still, Japan 

promised to be one of my most intriguing assignments yet.  

 

In some ways, the country needed no introduction. Nearly 400 Japanese companies already operate in 

Georgia, employing some 35,000 people. In other ways, though, Japan and Georgia were somewhat like 

grade-school buddies: They have fond memories of each other but really needed to catch up. As Europeans 

and Canadians will tell you, the state's strongest business relationships are often pushed to the back burner 

as focus shifts to new partners with more perceived growth potential. 

 

Whereas some trips leave me scrounging for editorial prospects, the sheer volume of possibilities in Japan 

made scheduling difficult. I decided to focus on the future of the relationship while infusing some historical 

perspective into the stories. I navigated Tokyo's subterranean labyrinths to interview executives from 

Toppan Cosmo and Aflac as well as the leader of Georgia's economic office there. I traveled to the 

headquarters of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries in the port city of Yokohama, where I also wandered Japan's 

biggest Chinatown. Then, I was off in a speedy bullet train to Fukuoka to look at how the Kyushu 

commercial capital became Atlanta's Japanese sister city. 

 

In all, the six-day trip was much too short, but it was long enough to get a glimpse of the culture and 

economy of this major world power, whose success as a manufacturing powerhouse has engendered so 

many benefits for Georgia and the Southeast. 

  

When I returned, I planned to write five or six articles, but between the day-to-day news wheel and a trip to 

Mongolia in February, rounding out the Japan report took longer than I expected. 

 

 

 

ñGlobalAtlantaò continued on page 13é       
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ñGlobalAtlantaò continued from page 12é            
 

When March 11 rolled around, the whole focus of the report altered for the worse. On that day, Japan, a 

country and a people I had come to love, was devastated by a record earthquake that sent a mighty tsunami 

slamming into its northeastern coast. 

 

I hadn't traveled to the hardest-hit areas, but reports noted that the quake violently shook Tokyo and was 

even felt down in the far southwest in Fukuoka. I immediately emailed my new friends. None were harmed, 

but they all had harrowing stories about what they called the longest and strongest quake they had ever 

experienced.  

 

With admitted bias, I wrote an article based on their reactions and over the next few days updated the story 

as the death toll rose. Companies like Coca-Cola, UPS, Aflac, Murata Electronics and others donated 

money, products and services to help. I stayed in touch with the Japan-America Society and the Consulate 

General of Japan as aftershocks rattled the country and the nuclear crisis unfolded. 

 

Though my report was forced to take on a darker character, a bright spot shone through. Amid the tragedy, 

Georgia and Japan shook the dust off their relationship, and the state reached out to help its old friend. 

  

The ordeal offered a lesson in the value of global relationships. One mid-sized American state can offer a 

measure of comfort and assistance to a nation of 127 million halfway across the world. And if the past is 

any indication, the effort will continue.  

 

Trevor Williams is editor of www.GlobalAtlanta.com. Read his Japan report at 

www.globalatlanta.com/japanreport. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mountain of Love: Japan Relief Charity Bazaar & Show 

By Minako Ahearn, Principal 
 

After we heard the shocking news of the March 

11 earthquake and tsunami, our hearts were 

broken. In the midst of our sadness Mai Hiraoka, 

from Nihon Clinic, called us with a wonderful 

idea to host a Charity Bazaar to raise money for 

relief efforts in Japan. We had approximately two 

weeks to get donations, advertise and organize 

this event. As soon as the word spread that we 

needed donations, boxes upon boxes filled with 

items to sell started arriving at the school. We 

soon realized that this would not be an ordinary 

bazaar, but a huge yard sale. The goods were 

everywhere in our lobby and auditorium. It was 

like a mountain of love made by people who 

cared about the victims of the tragic earthquake 

and tsunami. 

 

The people in Atlanta, especially the Japanese 

community, united together to help those 

suffering. On the days of the event, we quickly 

ran out of ñstaffò stickers because we had so 

many volunteers. Our school children were so 

proud to get the stickers and were eager to help. 

We even had many alumni come back to help. At  
 

the end of the first day, we were left with many items scattered all over the parking lot.  I was 

prepared to spend the next three hours cleaning up, but it was like seeing a miracle! The clean up started 

at 3:50, and everything was finished by 4:10!  Even the customers helped move things inside without 

being asked. Heavy boxes seemed light when we carried them together. We did not all know each other 

personally, but we felt like we had been friends forever. I cannot express my gratitude enough for all of 

the volunteers and their hard work. When all the love gathered together in one place, it created huge 

power and energy. Within just two days, we were able to raise over $15,000. 

 

We must continue the effort to aid the people of Japan in any way possible. We have been trying our 

best to continue finding ways to help. We are still selling wrist bands, our mothers had a Japan-relief 

lunch for the entire school to raise money, and our students are drawing pictures to sell at a Charity art 

sale. We believe these experiences will help our students become the servant leaders of tomorrow. If we 

all continue to work together, we can come up with new ways to send aid for those in need. If any JASG 

members and friends can think of other ways to help, our school will be happy to partner with you. 

Please simply call us at (770-730-0045). Letôs all continue creating mountains of love together for this 

worthy cause. 
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Atlanta Braves Show Huge Support for Japan Relief 
 

       
 

The Atlanta Braves, Japan-America Society of Georgia,  and the American Red Cross teamed up to raise 

funds for the earthquake and tsunami relief efforts in Japan. Braves pitcher, Kenshin Kawakami and the 

Braves organization made significant contributions to the JASGôs Japan Relief Fund and fans had the 

opportunity to make a donation during two exhibition games vs. the Minnesota Twins on March 29th and 

30th and again during Opening Weekend from April 8th-10th. More than 50 JASG volunteers collected 

donations for the relief effort before and during the games. 

 

ñWe have had a wonderful relationship 

with JASG for the last several years and 

after the disasters in Japan we reached out 

to them about how we could help,ò said 

Braves President John Schuerholz. ñItôs 

nice to be able to team up with two great 

organizations and know that the money 

will go directly to the people who so 

desperately need it.ò 

 

Kenshin Kawakami donated $50,000 and 

the Braves organization $5,000 to the 

JASG to help finance relief efforts. In 

total, the Braves helped raise well over 

$60,000 for the JASGôs Japan Relief 

Fund. 

 

The JASG will again partner with the 

Braves on August 19th when they play 

host to the defending World Champion 

San Francisco Giants. The JASG will 

host a pre-game reception before the 

game and Consul General of Japan, The 

Honorable Takuji Hanatani, will serve as 

the gameôs Honorary Captain. Event 

announcements are forthcoming but 

please contact the JASG at 404-842-1400 

for more information. 
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Agnes Scott College Students Combine Forces in Japan Relief Efforts 

By Francoise Danoy and Merry Kicha, Agnes Scott College 
    

As Japanese students, Japan has become important to us. Of 

course, you don't have to be learning Japanese in order it to 

appreciate the country - its influence seeps into everyday 

society. All countries are interconnected with Japan, and 

Japan with them.  

 

There are many political, economic, and technological 

reasons why the people of the US should help Japan in this 

time of disaster. We should help not only because it also 

benefits us in the end, but because it is the humane thing to 

do. As human beings, we cannot stand by idly seeing other  
 

humans in need of help. So many Japanese people have lost so much over such a short course of 

time...things that we take for granted. It is so painful to see them in crowded evacuee centers, without the 

basic necessities of life, calm in the face of the tragedy, yet clearly devastated. 

 

The images of the destruction from the media and internet weighed heavily on our hearts, so much so that 

we felt compelled to do something. ñMerry (Kicha) came up with the idea of hand-made pins, and spent the 

entire spring break making over 100 pins. She worked non-stop,ò says first-year student, Francoise Danoy. 

ñI helped coordinate the PR of the project, getting the word out on campus and organizing volunteers to sell 

the pins at the school cafeteria the week after we got back from break.ò  ñIt was great how our entire 

Japanese class pitched in, and the entire campus came on board,ò remarks Merry, also a first-year student. 

ñOur classmates took lunch and dinner shifts and sold the pins there as well as at other on-campus events. 

Altogether we raised $494.66!ò 

 

All the Agnes Scott students involved with this fundraiser expressed such positive feelings, that despite the 

tragedy in Japan, they felt they were brought together as one to work towards such an honorable goal, and in 

doing so their lives became enriched knowing that they did something good. It is our greatest wish that 

people all over the world continue contributing to the Japanese relief efforts in the future because Japan still 

has a long way to go before it gets back to its former glory. However, with us and the rest of the world 

helping, Japan may come out of this tragedy looking even better than ever. 

 

 

Showing More Support: 
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Fundraising Efforts by Japan Club at GA Perimeter College  
By Erich W. Schuler, President 

 

      
 

On the Dunwoody campus of Georgia Perimeter College (GPC), a group of students with a dedicated 

interest in Japanese culture formed a student organization called the Japan Club. It was formed to bring 

students together who have ties to or an interest in Japanese culture, history, language, art, cuisine, 

literature, and many other subjects. The Japan Club also plans and organizes social and cultural activities to 

engage members and help students learn more about Japan.  

 

Shortly after the earthquake and tsunami which struck Japan on March 11, 2011, the Japan Club, who has 

members that have friends and family affected by the disaster, felt the need to help out with the relief efforts 

and support Japanôs recovery during this crucial time. ñSeeing the disaster unfold in front of us and being 

people that love the Japanese culture, we couldnôt just stand back and watch. We want to stand up and help 

Japan during this time of need,ò said the club president, Erich Schuler.  

 

Therefore, the Japan Club organized the Japan Earthquake & Tsunami Relief Fundraiser at their school and 

to date have raised $2,072.28. All of their donations will go to Direct Relief International (DRI) who is 

collaborating with the Japanese American Citizens League to help people devastated by the earthquake and 

tsunami in Japan. The club specifically chose DRI because of its donation policy, which allows 100% of the 

money raised to reach the people in devastated areas of Japan. 

 

For the first three weeks of the fundraiser, the Japan Club manned a fundraising table on the Dunwoody 

campus of GPC and folded origami cranes. During this time, the club, with the help of the Japan Society 

from Clarkston campus of GPC, managed to fold 1,000 origami cranes wishing for Japanôs recovery. 

Following that three week period, the Japan Club continued to accept donations online and through Panda 

Express. They also hosted a variety of Japan-related activities such as a bonsai demonstration, a tea 

ceremony, lectures on traveling in Japan and Japanese history, and an aikido demonstration by the Atlanta 

School of Aikido in order to promote the culture and their upcoming Japan Festival. 

 

On Wednesday, April 27
th
, the club hosted its second annual Japan Festival which focused on both 

traditional and popular Japanese culture. It also had a special focus on the Japan relief efforts, with both a 

donation booth and a table which allowed visitors to write letters to children who were affected by the 

earthquake and tsunami.  The 1,000 origami cranes folded by the Japan Club and the Japan Society were 

also presented as a gift to the Consulate General of Japan during the festival. Overall, the Japan Festival was 

a great success, and it was estimated that over 500 people were in attendance. The Japan Club would like to 

thank all of its special guests which included the Consulate General of Japan, the Japan-America Society of 

Georgia, the Konnichiwa Club, the Atlanta Bonsai Society, the Atlanta Okinawa Kenjin Kai, the Yosakoi 

Dance Team, and the Ichiyo Art Center for participating. 
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GSU Asian Studies Club Projects Support JASG Relief Efforts 
By Christa Ernst, ASC President 

 

When the magnitude 9.0 earthquake rocked Japan, followed by a 

devastating tsunami on the East coast, students and faculty of 

Georgia State University with family, friends and host families in 

Japan watched anxiously as photos and videos of the horrible 

destruction flooded news networks and the internet. The Officers 

of the Asian Studies Club at GSU decided that they wanted to 

hold a bake sale-fund raiser for the JASG Japanese disaster relief 

fund. Club Advisor, Dr. Kim Reimann, contacted members of the 

Japanese Language Department to spread the word to professors 

and students that might wish to donate baked goods or time 

manning the bake sale table. It wasnôt long before the email 
 

inbox of Club President, Christa Ernst, was flooded with inquires about ways to donate.  

 

The sale itself took place on March 31
st
 and, as more and more students and faculty arrived with their home 

baked goods, it became apparent that the volunteers had enough pastries to set up at two different locations 

on campus. One student, Club Secretary Amanda Elliot, personally baked over 50 cupcakes, 3 pans of 

brownies and too many cookies to count. The tables were staffed by student and faculty volunteers from 

various departments from 11:00am to 4:00pm and had a steady stream of purchasers and people who wished 

to simply donate. The following day the AS Club hosted a movie night on campus to collect donations from 

those who could not make it to the bake sale itself. The Club Officers chose to screen Kei Kumai's The Sea 

is Watching ( │ ≡™√) and provided refreshments. 

 

After both events, the money was counted and the Asian Studies Club was pleased to discover that they had 

raised $1,145 for the JASG relief fund. The funds were turned over by the Club Officers to representatives 

Yoshi Domoto and Sachi Koto of the JASG at a small reception at Nakato Japanese Restaurant. The 

reception was also attended by several of the table and baking volunteers and faculty. The Officers of the 

Asian Studies Club at GSU and the numerous student and faculty volunteers are so happy to have been able 

to raise this money for the aid of our brothers and sisters in Japan in this time of great need and encourage 

people to continue to donate through the JASG or Red Cross as the Japanese rebuild has just begun.  

 

 

 

Oglethorpeôs Rotary Club Sponsors Cultural Appreciation Day 
By Kathy Negrelli 

 

On Wednesday, April 6, the Rotary Club of Oglethorpe University sponsored a Cultural Appreciation Day. 

Students from as far away as Costa Rica, Nepal, and Cameroon set up tables in the Emerson Student Center, 

featuring food, games, and decorations from their home countries. The JASG was also present there, with its 

Japan disaster relief display, and Oglethorpe students were urged to donate to the Japanese relief efforts. 

ñSince Rotaryôs mission is óService Above Selfô  we wanted to lend a helping hand to Japan in any way that 

we could, and encourage students to do so also,ò said Misty Love, the clubôs president. ñWe live in a very 

diverse world, and since the people in our age group are the future leaders of the world, I think it is 

important that we learn about and understand other peoplesô differences so that we can all work together to 

build a better world.ò 
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Casa Montessori Japan Relief Efforts 
By Aileen Nakamura, Japanese Teacher 

 

    
 

Casa Montessori School, located in Marietta, is a wonderful community where 160 children, aged 2 ½ years 

to 6
th
 grade, learn to appreciate the world and strive to become caring global citizens from a very early age.  

Every class celebrates and studies other countries and cultures as part of the curriculum, and there are 

parents and children of many ethnic origins, including Japan.  For the last two years, a group of Upper 

Elementary (4-6
th
 grades) students have been learning Japanese, and one of them, Clay Eshleman, was 

selected by the JASG to be one of four Junior Ambassadors representing Atlanta at the Asia Pacific 

Childrenôs Convention this summer in Fukuoka, Japan.   

 

With these ties to Japan, when our school community heard about the Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, 

parents and children sprang into action to help in whatever way they could.  Every student from 1
st
 through 

6
th
 grade made a card for a child in the Tohoku region with words of hope and encouragement, along with a 

bookmark with their photo on it so the Japanese children could visualize those who cared about them 

halfway around the world.  Some wrote in Japanese, and others drew beautiful pictures and even made up 

haiku poems. 

 

The Japanese language students, along with the Upper Elementary Community Problem Solving team, held 

a Japan Relief activity after school and collected donations while they led other students in games and 

origami, raising $200.  The entire Upper Elementary class also decided to contribute at least 10% of their 

earnings from their annual ñMarket Dayò ï where each student produces items to sell ï and $225 has been 

raised through that effort.  Kristie Eshleman (Clayôs mom,) who is a PE teacher at Casa and an artist, 

designed rubber stamps with a cherry blossom motif, and all the children grades 1-6 helped make 600 

greeting cards that were sold for $10 per pack of 6, raising $1,000 for Japan Relief.  All told, with some 

additional donations from childrenôs personal piggy banks, Casa has raised $1,520 for Japan!  We truly hope 

that the cards and donations will be of help to the earthquake and tsunami survivors. 

 

   

Alpharetta High School Tsunami Relief Drive Efforts 
By Isabelle Marsh 

 
Iôve seen tragedy, but Iôve never seen tragedy to such a magnitude after the tsunami and earthquake of 

Japan. As a previous resident of Tokyo for five years, I realize the impact of this natural disaster on families, 

friends, co-workers and neighbors. I was deeply affected by the tsunami of March 2011 and few words can 

describe the emotional effect on the Japanese population. I remember waking up to the news that  

 

ñAlpharetta HSò continued on page 20é       
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ñAlpharetta HSò continued from page 19é            
 

morning - my heart nearly dropped to the ground, but not all hope was lost. Naturally, I had the tendency to 

think about the worst, but something good was to come out of this natural disaster: giving. Realizing I 

wanted to stand up and help with the traumatic loss and devastation, I decided to organize a Tsunami Relief 

Drive at my school with the help of the Beta Club at Alpharetta High School. With the help of a few friends, 

we were able to hand-make over 30 blankets, collect $240 dollars with a tremendous number of toiletries to 

send to Tokyo via The Japan America Society of Georgia. Although I felt accomplished after our efforts, I 

began to realize the importance of giving. As an active volunteer in my community, I appreciate the 

importance of giving, but this type of giving I had encountered was different. I never thought Iôd be so truly 

touched after making such a small contribution compared to the relief efforts of other organizations. It 

didnôt seem like much at the time (although I realize itôs impact as of late), but Iôm grateful for my parents, 

Grant Bradley, Elaine Bradley, and Mary-Ann Thaliath for all their conscious and giving efforts. Keep it up! 

 

 

Sakura Pins Show Support for Japan 

By Melissa Takeuchi 
 

       
 

The initial hours and days after hearing the news of the devastation of my beloved Japan were spent mostly 

in shock, glued to NHK and CNN.  But as reality set in, an urgency came to do something, to help these 

wonderful people, this amazing country that had welcomed me with such open arms during the years I had 

spent there on the JET Program, the homeland of my loving husband.  Even with my strong desire to just 

hop on a plane and go help, I knew that I would merely be getting in the way of the real disaster relief.  So 

what could I do?   

 

I knew what I wanted to do; I wanted to take every single Japanese person and just give them a big hug, let 

them know that we love them and we care.  I felt that beyond the necessities of food and shelter, love and 

support was just as needed.  They yearned for hope, for believing in tomorrow.  I began to brainstorm: It 

was March and what represents hope to the Japanese more than the humble cherry blossom, the embodiment 

of renewal and rebirth?  I decided I could make something in the shape of a cherry blossom to sell for 

donations at my townôs upcoming Cherry Blossom Festival and take pictures of people with the creations to 

send to Japan ï give both money and support.  I am not very creative, nor artistically inclined, so I was not 

quite sure what to make, but off to the hobby store I went.  An hour and $30 later, I was headed home with a 

smile on my face and a huge bag full of pink and white pipe cleaners.  That evening I began the time-  
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