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JASG to Host its Annual Bonenkai Holiday
Cel ebration at At ten

{ As a part of its winter tradition, T
JaparAmerica Society of Georgia w
be celebrating the winter holidays
the 3kt annual Bonenkai Holiday
Celebration & Silent Auction on
Thursday, December 15, 2011the
B historic F o x Theatre
¥ Ballroom in Atlanta.

Bonenkaj a Japanese term meanir
gathering to forget the past year, is
annual Japanese party that takes
at the end of the year, and is gene
held among groups of esorkers ad
friends. The purpose of the party, as its namglies, is to forget the wo
and troubles of the past year. The Bonenkai Holiday Celebration is
those rare occasions when a diverse representation of members
community, including many toplapanese, U.S., and other internatl
business, gvernment, and community leaders, gather together f
evening of celebration and entertainment.

This yearés venue, The Fox Thea
|l ive entertainment. The Foxb6s ¢
performances a year ranging from Broadway to rock to comedy to m
Billboard Magazine ranked the Fox Theatré'the #1 norresidency vent
worldwide for the decade."

Entertainment for the dinner this year will be provided by the u
musical talent oMO Plus. MO PLUS is an Atlantdbased band led by
Japanese pianist/vocaliMMadoka Oshima The groupos
based on jazz with Brazilian music and a Japanese pop twist. Aff
catastrophic earthgquake and frsic
March 2011, Madoka Oshima made a charity album, "A Letter To J
with other artists for relief efforts to the victims of the disasters.

fiBonednkcaont i nue:i
1


mailto:jasg@mindspring.com
http://www.jasgeorgia.org/

AR

Chairmandos Message

Greetings Fellow Members,

Little did | know back more than 30 years ago when | was witness to the creation ¢
JaparAmerica Society of Georgia that | would one day have the honor and privile
serve as Chair man. Foll owing in Sach

means | have some big shoes to fill, so it is reassuring to know that | will have tt
support of Robert Mar s h, The Soc ihe Board
of Directors, an exceptional staff with Yoshi Domoto at the helm, along with our dedi
members as we work together over the next two years to continue to grow and impre
organization.

- Joining me as new members of the Board this yeaPhileBolton, Yumi Colwell, Sear
Day Lancaster Corrigan, James Hoadley, Jon Long, Kathryn McManus, Naoko Hamagami Trame

JASG Chairman Karen Weinstock, who bring with them new ideas and fresh enthusiasm that is

appreciated. | would also like to recognize our hard workiogn@ittee Chairs and Co

Chairsi Robert Johnson, who continues to do an exemplary job heading up the Educational Committee; Mie
and Gail Rockburne, G@hairs of the Membership Committee; and Motoe Haller and James Nolhds of the
ProgramsCommittee; Anne Godsey, Silvana Eakin, Mihoko Miyake, and Yoko Yoshid&aa of the Tomodach
Club; Kyle Huff, Jun Sasaki, and Dani Campbell, Organizing Committee members of the Young Professior
addition, [ woul d | inkvwest stadf membér,a<aom eta McEwers Diredtoe df Pevedopn
& Programming. She is taking over from Kathy Negrelli, who is taking on a new role at Georgia Perimeter Coll
Japanese language professor.

| feel fortunate to have such a strong téamlace and look forward to working with everyone as we maintain the i
programs and membership benefits already in place while continually striving to improve and expand our :
One area | plan to focus on in particular during the coming ®arsyis in making the Society an organization t
more Japanese corporations and individuals will want to belong to. | want to offer opportunities for our J
friends and associates to access interesting people and unique places in Atlanta dadi@garan only have throug
membership in the Society. | think the Young Professionals and Tomodachi Club are both setting a great e
this regard with such events as a rafting trip down the Chattahoochee and a behind the scenes tour oaltt
Reserve Bank. | dm hoping we can set up similar
Jackson International Airport and the Georgia Aquarium.

| also want to continue the outreach efforts Sachi championed with the masremlifinternational organizations
Atl anta and Georgi a. Il 6m sure there are many id
effort, as well as fun opportunities for joint programming. And speaking of programming, | hopgall will join me
this December 15 for our Bonenkai. This year we will be at the Egyptian Ballroom at The Fox Theatre, a true
cl assic. l dm certain it will be a fun filled eve

Best wishes,

Day Lancaster
Chairman
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The Bonakaiwi | | al so f e adwaysgopulartsieent Suston his juddsiser willfeature
specialldapanese itemBelta Air Linestickets,Atlanta Braves and other sports memorabilia, unique artw
hotel andrestaurant certificates, and other exciting iteGtwuld you be interested donatingan item for the
Silent Auction fundraiser, please contact the JASG offit#.only is the valuef all contributions made tc
the JASG tax deducti bl e, but your company wi
top Japanese and American business leaders. In addition to the exposure received during the at
JASG will recogpize all donors on our website and in our quart@A$G Newsletter

A corporate table of eight seats is available for $1,000 to members and $1,256nembears; individual
place settings can be purchased for $125 for members and $150 Hmendrers. Sonsorship opportunitie:
are also available. For more information, please contact the Society404842-1400 or
jJasg@mindspring.copor visit the JASG website atww.jasgergia.orq

THE JAPAN-AMERICA
Sociery oF GEORGIA
SUPPORTS THE
RELIEF EFFORT

TO HELPJAPAN.

relief

Message from NAJAS President, Peter Kelley

Dear members,

| spent 3 of my 7 days in Tohoku, one volunteering withkdhds in Ofunato and Rikuzentakata, a sec
in Ishinomaki with JEN and a third day in Rikuzentakata and KessenmuatnalCIE and Chuo Kyodc
Bokin. Here is a summary of what | saw and heard. To keep it short | have tried to keep to f
observations helpful to JAS.

U Each of those three cities was heavily damaged; my eyeball estimate is that, in each case3@out .
of the buildings each city are gone or unusable. In Ishinomaki and Kessennuma, which have popu
of 150,000 and 50,000 respectively, the flattened areas include nearly all of the fishing industry
infrastructure; piers, processing and shipping féediand boats.

fiNAJASOcont i nued

The JASG is how on Facebook, Linkedln and Twitter!!!

Linked ()

Please join the JASG group on Facebook and LinkedIn,
and follow us on Twitter at http://twittercom/JASGeorgia today!
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€ ANAJASO continued from page 3

U In Rikuzentakata, nearly all of the buildings have been removed and the affected area it
except for mounds of rubble. This is also true in Ishinomaki, except that large fish proc
factories have not yet been demolished. Bs$€nnuma, the process of emptying and clee
buildings is behind; many partly destroyed, unusable buildings are left in the harbor area.

U The total death toll seems to be settling in at a little less than 20,000, including the ren
missing. This iggood news only to the extent that it is less than initial forecasts, many of \
ran over 30,000. In Rikuzentakata, hills very close to the coast and evacuation procedur
to have been a significant factor in people escaping. There the total ibatissing is abou
1,800, out of total population of around 20,000. In Ishinomaki, the number is 3,000 «
150,000. The vast majority of residents fortunately survived and the survival rate of |
greatly exceeds that of buildings.

U It seemed to mthat most of the totally destroyed large areas were filled langmetatechi.

U The resettling process for residents in these cities who wanted temporary housing is es:
complete. The evacuation centers, which housed over 100,000 after Maroé ddwanearly all
closed. In each city | went to there are multiple small settlements -6D athits of prefab
housing, set very close together in graded plots owned by the city. The one | visi
Ishinomaki was built inside a baseball field, with th& eter outfield fence still in place
Residents have all the services; water and sewer, gas for heat and cooking. The units |
While not luxurious, they are habitable and many have small flower boxes. To house s¢
who lost their homes is a gteaccomplishment and local governments deserve a lot of ci
especially as they have had to create so many small encampments. They do have a ¢
downsides; for obvious reasons they are away from the affected areas and often far fror
and commnity. Also, they are often not based on old neighborhoods so friends may
away. Lastly, of necessity they are concentrations of people who have experienced gre
Most plans call for the temporary housing to remain for at least 2 years, (yrtirader.

U Isthere progressP 6d say so. The mounds of debri s
are still huge. In Ofunato, the largest employer is a cement factory and it recently reope
the same endangered location as before, providiegded employment and product.
Rikuzentakata, there are now hahdhwn maps available listing the locations of shops, man
which are reopened versions of the previous shops. All are in temporary buildings bt
represents progress. Goods are awddl, though at a greater distance than before for most.

U Are there rebuilding plans®ach city is beginning to publish tentative planstedakidai for
discussion purposes. Rikuzentakata last week published a plan showing an entirely new
featurirg a tall berm at the coast, behind which would be a public park, then an industrie
and finally the residential area. This would require a large scale transfer of land ownersh
situation where values will be hard to calculate. Local authotiize® been actively plannin
but big problems of implementation and money, as well as central/local coordination, rems

fiNAJASOcont i nued
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U How are the peoplePwas told there is depression but | must say it was not obvious on the stre
people | met had very bad stories but were determined and hopeése is a sense in Japan
Tohoku may be forgotten about now, but there is plenty of help still coming in. Rikuzentak
example, has had 77,340 (they counted) registered volunteer days since March; nearly all by
and mostly all groupgheavily compamsponsored). The day | was there, on a weekday, there
over 200 volunteers. This is especially impressive in that there are no hotels nearby and Riku
cannot be reached by tramlunteers are bussed in and bring their own fddee work they dic
mostly removal of debris, is not for the faimtarted. Japanese voluntarism has been strong,
coordinated-skeyol ocalvofibhot @ er caeaning volsinteer Mftort
ending this month, both becauskeprogress made and a sense that it is time to turn the ren
work over to local authorities.

U N GO0l spent a day with All Hands Volunteers in Ofunato, visited JEN and Nippon Founde
Ishinomaki and visited projects with JCIE and Chuo Kyodo Boki( Japands ver
Way) in Rikuzentakata and Kessennuma. All Hands was a real expettiaméeyou to Peter Gri
and JSB for finding them and much appreciation to Marc, Chris and the volunteers for their w
work. JEN has made a stigpeffort to establish themselves in Ishinomaki with local managemen
time in Japan for them) and were managing several effective service programs. Kyodo B

active in supporting | ocal soci al w erding atud
sessions in Rikuzentakata schools (very well attended). Nippon Foundation was working t
what they called fisunaproodo or |l ocal agenci

there are none functioning yet. All Hands finidhg its effort in Ofunato this past weekend, whic
both a statement of their organizational focus (disaster relief) and their confidence that w
continue locally.

0 What are the biggest areas of neddy guess only her e, arlsemploymér
The biggest local industry in Iwate and Miyagi is cultivated oysters (#akkfurai). The beds, boe
and eggs are gone and it will apparently take two yearscaltigate. The French are coming to
rescue with oyster seeds aneérthis a considerable volunteer effort underway in the fishing ar
recreate simple infrastructure, including nets and scallop shell chains for oyster cultivation
involved here, with Japan Society funding). Japanese unemployment insurangtedl lwas told i
will begin to run out early next year. Number two is physical infrastructure; lots of bridges
damaged and much of the train service is out. For example, to get to Ofunato from Tokyo | he
an overnight bus and thentook@ ur hour bus ri de to get ba
towns and will remain that way for years. Number thriseservices to the people. This includes n
social services not formerly necessary, such as counseling to survivors angeogl®living alont
There was already a background of declining, aging population and limited investment and th
will accentuate all three.

Peter Kelley, President of the National Association of Jafaerica Societies (NAJAS)ecently
returnad from a trip to Japan, where he visited areas in the Tohoku region that were severely dan
the earthqua& and tsunami on March 11, 2011. To date, The Japagarica Society of Georgia
raised over $350,000 for its Japan Earthquake and TsunamieRé&lund and continues to rece
contributions from generous donors throughout the state. The JAS Network of 39Amapaca Societie
and Centers in the U.S. has now raised over $20 million for various relief efforts to Japan. To
donation or for mre information, please contact the Society or visit the JASG webs
WWW.jasgeorgia.org
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Japan Appoints New Prime Minister, Yoshihiko Noda
By Russell Pacheco

Following the disaster caused by the Mafldhearthquake antsunami,and
the subsequent failings of the Fukushima reactors;heme minister Naoto
Kan ultimately resigned after @ntroversialscandal emerged criticizing hi
lack of ability to adequately handle the situation. Yoshihiko Noda, previo

Japands Finance Minister, was us
will face a list of problematic issues that currently affects Japan, suc
recovering from the Fukushima Dat h i nucl ear expl o

stagnant economy and resolving splitting ties within the Democratic Pai
Japan (DPJ) while still having to maintain positive diplomatic relations
foreign countries. Noda, a fiscal conservative, has dsgtidrat one main issu
iI's to address Japands financing ¢
of the sales tax, which currently sits at 5%. This notion has been met
negative resistance from his own party.

Yoshihiko Noda was born on May 27997 into a poor family where they struggled daily, living on
fatherdés paratrooper sal ary. I n 1980 he grac
Science and Economics at Waseda University, and began his political career aftetiogrg studies a
Matsushita Institute of Government and Management. At age 29, he was elected to the Chiba p
assembly representing the now defunct Japan New Party in 1987. From there he was elected to tt
1993, where he switched hidegjiance from the Japan New Party to his current party, the DPJ coinc
with the rise of the newtwp ar t y syst em. Having been appoi-r
Prime Minister Naoto Kan, h e i mmedsiruatioredf garthjuake
affected areas with a declaration of raising the sales tax. However, this measure is opposed by the
of the Japanese population, yet many prominent government and economic individuals have agreed
a tax increasesiinevitable.

Noda currently faces the task of rebuilding devastated
following the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami which furt
caused massive environmental damage after the meltdown o
Fukushima nuclear reactors. He has previously visitkd
Fukushima prefecture and inspected the Fukushima | nug
power station, ground zero of the accident, in an effort
demonstrate his belief that such areas are habitable. Even t
decontamination efforts are underway, there still exist some &
close to the nuclear plant that may be uninhabitable for many
to come fAéwithout the rebirt o an § _
rebirth of Japan. o0 This displays Noda determ
as proposing o s el | over 50 percent of the gover nme
process; however this has also been met with resistance from some members his own party. It is
that the government will spend approximately 19 trilly@m ($247 billion) over five years for reconstructi
purposes.

APri me Ministero c



JASG

~

enPrimmiMtero continued from page 6

With Japands economy h av thedsastkere Moda uhdergoesaearmidaldet
with recovering the economy after shrinking at a 2.1 percent annual pace since June. While tt
global slowdown is having a great affect on the current industry demands, the yen as appreciaiee
summer. Businesses fear this would negatively affect exports as a stronger yen against the do
Japanese products more expensive. Noda has stated that the strengthening of the yen does nc
stronger Japanese economic health, and streimgthening would only hinder growth by spurring r
Japanese manufacturers to relocate abroad.
Minister on September"2 Az u mi has further reiterated N
portraying economic fundamentals, so the government is considering providing financial suppor
breaks to small firms and other companies that operate in Japan.

As Japan continues on from the travesty that has befallen it, one thing is céasinihiko Noda mu:
adequately balance the good of the nation as well as maintain his popularity status in order to
expul sion fate of the prime ministers befort
government will provide man chal |l enges towards Nodads r ul
impression on the future of Japan through a strong display of leadership? Only time can tell.

[ = |= ™ Rise Up Japan! Record Crowds Attend

JapanFest 2011 t ooveyuKifate r t
By Chris Kinney

With crowds reaching well over 19,000 people this year, Japse
celebrated its 25thyear on September 118 at the Gwinne
k 2011 Convention Center in Duluth. The annual festival has become

' the largest Japanese culturaktieals in the Southeast, promot
‘4OJA m‘F“t multicultural education while encouraging social harmony betwe
P people of Japan and the U.S. Ipyoviding a mix of authent

25th Anniversary contemporary and traditional programs on Japanese art and cultu

b’)LJﬂI\ After the devastatingeries of earthquakes and tsunamis that |

]apan Japan, here was some debate about whether it was appt®poidnol(

JapanFest this year.eY after careful considerah the decision wi

= unanimous and the festival wededicated to the victimsf the Tohoki

Disaster. | n t hat spirit, t he t Wee

- Rise Up Japan!In keeping with this theme, t

festival 6s Or eatdad 2 specil Tiemen@omritte

planspecial exhibits to raise awareness of the current situation in

and boost communi tregovesylefios ®uring tHe
festival, visitors were also able to view videos and photograph

AJapanFesto con
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showing the aftermhtof the disaster, and the progress being made in the reconstruction efforts.
Committee vendors sold special items and donated proceeds to relief efforts, and those who we
volunteer after the disaster also gave moving lectures on thesriempes overseas. Local charities
nonprofit organizations, such as the Salvation Army, ShelterBox, and Hands on Atlanta, also hoste
booths to share all that they did to support
100% of all advanced ticket sales towards its Japan Earthquake & Tsunami Relief Fund, and raise:
more than $45,000.

As in the past, JapanFest activities included a wide variety of performing arts, demonstrations
handson wakshops, and exhibition§&pecial guest performers such as Grammy award winning rec
artist, Yukiko Matsuyama on the koto, Hokkaido native Kotaro Hachinohe, who preformed an &
large scale calligraphy performance, and Matsuriza, the taiko tfoupe m D i s n@egtdr,sver&jp
a few of the amazing highlights visitors were able to erfalditionally, JapanFest also featured a va
of musical and dance performances from regional groupgglagta Okinava Kenjin Kai Eisa Taiko Groy
AtlantaYosakoi TeamClemson University Japanese Culture Cldbsmos & Euphony Japanese Worr
Chorus GroupsHateruma Nanae Ryubu Kenkyu Shdiko-No-Kai Dance Group JUNKO, Kinuyo
Shinobu Kaj Kozakura Kaj Nishizaki Suiga no KaiNorth GeorgiaSuzuki StringsPara2MahouPumpkin
Club Piano AcademySeigakuin Atlanta International Scho@adell Language AcademWinters Chape
Kindergarten

NASCAR racer Akinori Ogata was back again this year to sign autographs and show off Higscgear,
his booth had special NASCAR items for sale, giveaway items, special activities for kids.

AJapancFeensttionued
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For visitors who had always wanted to try on an authentic Japanese kimono, the Konnichiwa Clu
attendees from head to toe in the $ateimono from Japan. JapanFest also featured a variety of e
workshops where visitors were able to learn about the intricacies of kimono, arrange flowers Jztgla
find out the best Japan travel information available, learn some phrasesJaptieese language, w
haiku, and appreciaakeandshochu For fans ofmartial arts JapanFest 2011 featured demonstratio
virtually every Japanese martial art in existence. Demonstrators inchikidd Center of AtlantaAikido
of North GeorgiaAtlanta Bujinkan Dojo Atlanta Katorj Atlanta Kendo KaiAtlanta Kyusho and Juijits
Georgia Japanese Language School Kendo ,GBdnrgia Kyudo RenmgiGeorgia Sumo Associatig
International Shinkendo Federatjalapanese Embroidery Centdapan HouseThe Kyudo Alliance, Ing
Peachtree AikikaiTrammell Fitness & Martial ArtsU.S. Taido AssociatignTenchi Goju Ryu Budoke
Inc, World Oyama Karate

Many of theover400Japanese companies based in Georgia disgtagir products irthe Made in Georg
exhibition. Interactre exhibits include the latest in Japanese technology, such as automdhbilet®ys, an
electronics. 201 participants include Allure Aesthetic Medicine and Spa / Kuraoka Cljmtlanta Nihor
Clinic, Elesys North America IncHoshizaki America IncKubotg Miura North America Ing. Murate
Electronics N.A., Inc.Nippon Express USA Inc.Atlanta BrandNippon Life Benefits Seigakuin Atlant
International SchooIlTOTO USA INC, TSG U.S.A., INC, Yamaha Motor Manufacturing Corporation
America YKK AP America Inc.

JapanFest featulehe best oflapanese cuisine Atlanta! Local Japanese restaurants, including Jolie
Kotobuki Cafe,Shoya lzakaya, Suno DesseBiyshi Niko Niko, Sushi Yoko, Taka Sushi Café, Tor
Japanese Grocery Store, Umaido and Waraku Japanese Restauradadtatalizing menu of bento lur
boxes, sushi, kakigori (shaved ice), curry riceg bhowls, udon noodles, oden, yakisoba noodles, and r

JapanFest is not possible without the help of over ddlQnteers We would like to thank all of o
volunteers this year who helped us put on a fantastic festival that everyone was able to enjoy!

JapanFest 2011 Sponsors

A DE LTA Afiac Ceztity
Ton oomeih I TEMPLEwn - GAPPORQ

TOTQO. (<= @YAMAHA

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz,, Elesys Norh America Inc, Ernst & Young Honde
Precision Parts of Georgidoppan InteramericaToyo Tire North America, In¢.Atlanta Nihon Clinig
AAA Auto Club, Banta Immigration LawKPMG LLP, The Machida Family of Duluth, Asetllas U.
Foundation, The Henri and Tomoye Takahashi {Edit@le Foundation, and South Arts.
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JASG Elects New Board of Directors

By Chris Kinney

The Japan America Society of Georgia held i&nnual Membership Meeting at the UPS Worldv
Headquarters in Atlanta on July 13, 2011. The meeting served as a chance for members to re:
previous year with its events and accomplishments, while voting in the newly nominated offic
presentng the plans for the upcoming year. Additionally, about half of the Board of Directors were
for two-year terms ending in 2013 (additional Board Members positions will be elected next yeal
20122014 term).

This year 6 s B adngdewly elaotednembers and
elected members, are: Phil Bolton (Global Atlanta), Yumi Co
(Gallagher Benefit Services Inc.), Sean Corrigan (Wells Fargo E
i Seciety \guesah Tim Evans (Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce), John Farrell {

e gy | Cola Company), ChaeGanz (Sutherland Absill & Brennan LL
Motoe Haller (Inspec Group), Rodger Herndon (Deloitte & Tou
James Hoadley (Georgia Institute of Technology), Albert H
(Greater Rome Chamber of Commerce), Mie Igarashi (KPMG |
Hideo Ishii (Marsh USA\nc.), Robert Johnson (Baker, Donels
Bearman, Caldwel& Berkowitz, PC), Laura Kahn (Bank of Americ
Day Lancaster (NAI/ Brannen Goddard), Karen Loch (Georgia State University), Jon Long (Con
Point), Yoshifumi Matsudaira (JETRO Atlanta), KathriicManus (News Certified Exchange), C
Rockburne (The McCart Group), Charles Stallworth (Georgia Power Company), Hideo Takada
LLP), Naoko Hamagami Tramel (Alfac International Inc.), Karen Weinstock (Siskind Susser), ai
Yamamoto (Murata Electriacs).

The newly elected and-edected officers of the Society are as follows:

Chairmani Day Lancaster (NAI/Brannen Goddard)
Vice Chairmani Robert Marsh (UPS)
Treasureri Bucky Dykes

Secretani Robert Banta (Banta Immigration Law Ltd.)

MembershipCommittee CeChairsi Mie lgarashi (KPMG LLP) & Gail Rockburne (The McCart Group)

Programs Committee G&hairsi Motoe Haller (Inspec Group) & James Nolan (Law Office of James Nolan)

Education Committee Chaii Robert Johnson (Baker, Donelson, Bearmaaig®ell & Berkowitz, PC)

10
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JASG Cheers for HometownBravesat Braves Night Out
By Marc Humbert

Over 75 JASG members and frien
Night Out event on August 19th at Turner Field as the hometown A
Braves defeated the Arizona Diamondbackk Z#he JASG also hoste:
pregamenator Ki ng reception inside
that over 50 members attended. The reception provided a mail
opportunity for attendees to meet with one another and chat
enjoying traditional American ballpark cuisine. The reception
featured a door prize drawing with multiple door prizes, inclt
e \/ar1OUS Braves memorabilia items, being given away. Followire
raffle, the reception concluded with some brief remarks from Consul General Mr. Takuji Hanatani
General Hanatanivéa al so honored as the gameds Honor a
Captain duties, including the ceremonial exchange of team lineups, before of the game.

JASG Learns Health Benefits oiMiso
By Devin Holloway

On Sunday, July 31styer 3 JASG members and friendended &
lunchtime cooking demonstration and tastifgaturing miso Miso
is traditional Japanese seasoning made with fermented rice,
and soybeans. Not only is it high in protein and rich in minerals
vitamins, miso has numerous healthnadits; it has shown can he
lower blood pressure, preveocancey treat cold symptons, prevelg
anemia, control cholesterol levels, preserve beautiful skin,
prevent aging and agelated disordersHeld at TAKA Sushi &
Pas#on, the Miso Tasting Demonstration allowed guests tonle
from one of the best chefs in town, Taka Moriuand discoverhow to make some uniquaiso dishe:
including tuna sashimikarashidip with fresh vegetables, salad with moager dressing, fab chops wit
saikyo(a sweet white miso), and a garlic miso hotpot.

GUACAMOLE WITH MISO RECIPE (makes 1 cup)

Ingredients 1 wellripened avocado, peeled and seeded, % tomato, di
teaspoons lemon juice, 1/2 clove garlic, crushed, 1 1/2 tablespoons ticeven
barley miso, 2 tablespoons sesame butter or tahini (optional),2 table
minced onion, dash of paprika or 1/4 teaspoon tabasco sauce, 1 to 2 tab
minced parsley.

Combine the first eight ingredients; mash together with a fork until Sm&etrve as a dip, spread, or dres:
garnish with the parsley. Flavor improves if sealed and refrigerated for one hour or more.
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We are the Bridge: We Connect Dreams Around the Worl¢
By Julia Kuipers

Japanese culture has found its place in the hearts of AMi€oy, Clay Eshleman, Ismail Sanck

Model ine Romelus and Stephanie Tan. As t hi
23%Annual Asian Pacific Childrends Conventio
sharing their citure with people in Fukuoka, Japan. There were two parts to the trip: a homestay
exchange camp. As the chaperone, I was ext

as they embarked on so many new experiences.

[ e 13 \\

The studets enjoyed the opportunity to grow close to a family in the homestay portion of the trip. -
at first she felt shy, Modeline decided that staying with the family was her favorite part of the trip. #
her host family bought her a beautifulloomo t o wear to a traditi on:
attended school for a day with Sakiho, my host sister. It was pretty cool to see the kids have fun
although no one in my class could speak English, but they made me feel cbmfata 0 T
enjoyed experiencing school in a Japanese context. In addition to visiting schools, the students vi:
touri st spot s, such as t he Fuk uoKha mdstaadventurous
memorable thing | di in japan was going to Kumamoto [Castldé].was an hour by bullet trainWe dic
more on that one day than | would normally <
celebrity when she participated in the Photo Walk. This eventduime a 3 hour photo shoot w
hundreds of people from the Fukuoka communi't

Forming OMOIYARI friendships at the exchange camp was at the heart of this program. Steph:
our Peace Ambassador andgfdent of the Atlanta Bridge Club, reflected on the friends that she grev
wit h as a PA ( P eThereewerd sobmars pempledhat)l lovediduring the PA program &
two best friends that | have are Bhavneet Kaur from India and Nichotas f&fm New Zealand. | kne
Nick before the program because it was one of our tasks as a PA to interview someone from anoth
that would be there during the summer. He's a great friend and a smart individual, and | hope w
touch. Bhavneds like my sister, and we took care of each other a lot during camp and would descr
other about our country's cultures. Both of my friends still keep in touch on Facebook and Nic
actually write letters to each other.

All of the JAs spokénighly of their new friend, Manny, from New Zealand. They enjoyed playing
games of soccer together, and now they keep in touch via email.

There are many womdful experiences to accourferom bowling with our host families to participating .
in traditional Japanese tea ceremony, we experienced the gamut of traditional and modern Japan
If you are interested in the APCC or learning about our experiences in Japan, please check out
website blog, or the APCC website atww.apcc.qgr.jp
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Young Professional Fun
By Chris Kinney

The past few months have bdasth busy and entertaining for our Young Professionals group at-Yapemice
Society Georgia. The group offers many fun filled, exciting activities and events that create a
environment for young professionals with an interest in internationsinéss and U.S./Japanese relat
What better way to connect with others, than by exploring what the Young Professionals group and
America Society has to offer!
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Our most recent event i n Novemb e rtook tiieGoung Proféssion
group to Dahlonega, Georgia, where they experienced the rich, fall colors of the changing leaves that
American and a Japanese tradition. To round off the event, about 20 participants went and learned
godin Afreezing coldo water said Chris Kerr of
tour of this historical mines, followed by hiking up the illustrious Anna Ruby Falls. The group ended tF
filled day with dinner in the towof Helen Georgia.

Earlier in October, our Young professionals also ventured north of Atlanta to enjoy a day of tubing on
The excursion began on the local Chattahoochee River at the Powers Island Park River and end:
downstream. In th& to 4 hours it takes to navigate the river, our Young Professionals were able to sv
and float down river while sharing in the camaraderie of the group.

October 28th brought about the annual Halloween Party, a night of fun, fright, and networkmgvent toc
place in Midtown, where attendees all dressed up for an evening of fun. With about 30+ people, |
plenty to talk about over drinks and snacks. It was truly a fun and warm experience despite the frighter
and traditions othe holiday.

In the months to come, our Young Professionals will be hosting many more exciting events. Th
Professionals group is an excellent way to meet with other Young Professionals in the area, expand
and build friendships with peapin Japanes@merican related fields. As always, you are welcome to com
join us in our future events for friendship, learning, and fun.

Dahloneqa... Fist Gold Rush Town in Georgia
By Jun Sasaki

When | visited Dahlonegtor the first time, | wagascinated and possesd byits Southern cultuwal flair, which
you would neverknow ofif you were in typical big city like New York or Lasngeles At that time it wasfor &
Bluegrass music festivalyhich | cantalk aboutmaybe next time While | approached the towit greetedme
with a sign that readi G o | d.aiTheneavere not only orgold mine sitebut actually thee wereseveral

ADahl onegad coMdd
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éfAiDahl onega d&romcpage 13i nued

According to Wikipedia (sorry, this is my main source), the Georgia Gold Rush was the
significant gold rush in the U.S. aitdbccurredearlier tharthe morenotable CaliforniaGold RushThis
Georgia Gold Ruslbccurreal in beautifulDahlonega. Although the discovery of gold in 1828 led t
Georgia Gold Rushgold had alreadybeen discoveredluring the16th century when it was not
profitable atthe time. Things have completelychangedsince the 1th century The 1828 Gold Rusl!
started and began spreadiagidly by word of mouthandevenby local newspaperepors. By the earl
1840s, when news of the California Gold Rush reached Georgia, many miners moved west in
more goldg ai nst D a h Ipleatcestaya MaiyiChetrokesgparticipaed in the California Gold
Rush,giving the name tohte town of Cherokee, Californi&oing back tahe Georgia Gold Rush, tl
dome of thepresent Georgia State Capitehs gilded with gold leahatcame from Dahlonega.
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Researchingeveral gold mies, I chose @ Co neforthe tdradlsaeleep ielowf which
we took underground mining tour. Aftére tour,we undersbod how hardit is to dig huge rocksnc
carrythemout. Only after a few minutes ajold panningo try to separate goléfom worthless rock i
the water our arms already went numiBven if the gold we did findwas thinner tham fingernail we
forgot about bang tired andwe felt like we wererich for a momen{we wereactuallyable totakethe
gold home as a souveniimmm ma y b e &godd&dearioochoosgold miningas a jolno matte
howterribletherecent recessionas beeh

Tomodachi Club: Celebrating 30 Years
By Anne Godsey

Founded in October 1981 as
group under the sponsorship of The JASG, the Tomodachi
celebrated its 30tAnniversary on September 14ith a musice
program and luncheon at the official residence of Consul G
and Mrs. Hanatani. Entertainment for this very special occasic
provided by Dr. Michiko Otaki, a noted pianist, recording artist
Director ofKeyboard Studies at Clayton State University. Dr. C
played several classical favorites from Bach, Mozart, and Cli
Following a luncheon of beautifully prepared obento boxes fro
Nakato Japanese Restaurant, Mrs. Keiko Hanatani, Honorary Chaie diothodachi Club, made
ceremonial cut in the Anniversary cake, which was enjoyed by all. The Anniversary celebratio
off the 20122012 Tomodachi year, which promises to befillad and exciting.

AfTomodachi Clubo c

()
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In October, the Small Groups met to enjoy various activities. The Sakura group met at the home
Mc Cr ary, a certified gemologist, who present
fomDanage. 0 Fol l owing the program, everyone e
important part of Tomodachi small group meetings, member of the Kiku and Ayame groups brou
favorite dishes with recipes to share and enjoy for lunch.

November 6s Gener al Meeting was an exotic char
at the I mperi al Fez restaur anitA iDnayMiidnt oMwonr of cc
lush tapestries and silks with low banquette seatingdamdlighting to resemble an Arabian tent in
desert, the Imperial Fez provided the requisite exotic atmosphere foidbaltgr Dilara Elgiz to perfor
several dances with veils, flaming swords, and lavish costumes. A few brave Tomodachi membe
Dilara as she whirled and twirled around the dance floor. Authenic Moroccan dishes were serve
style with everyone in agreement that the food was different and delicious.

A

In December, all three Small Groups will join together to tourthe &8 nor 6 s Mansi on
Road to enjoy the Christmas decorations. After the tour, the group will meet at the home of Anita v
for a potluck Christmas lunch.

Januaryods Gener al Meeting will f i ndnSandynsprohgs.cwh
lunch to follow at Hunan Gourmet Chinese Restaurant. The remaining two General Meetings are !
for March 7" and May 2. The March meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church in Mi
where members and guestglwnjoy Japanese Classical Dance performed by Ms. Yoshine Onoe
Hiko no Kai group. The May meeting, to be held at the Cherokee Town Club, will feature
presentation by Tomodachi members, Holly Anderson and Anita Weinraudtbmrs ofte b o o k .
Around the Worl d. o

Women members of JASG are invited to become Tomodachi Club members and/or join us
luncheons andrpgrams. Five General Meetingse held each year with a program and lunch on the s
Wednesday of Septemband January and the first Wednesday of November, March, and May.
Group meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the alternate months of October, December
and April. Members can elect to be Support members, whereby they attend diMg theneral Meeting
or they can be Active members, in which case they join the Small Group meetings as well as th:
Meetings. For further information please contact Ms. Maki Murahashi at the JASG offie8420400 o
visit the JASG website atww.jasgeorgia.org
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